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A DISINTERESTED review of the 
data on Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 
in the file of the Un-American Activ¬ 
ities Committee of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives does not disclose substan¬ 
tial evidence that he is or ever was 
subversive, as was unjustifiably alleged 
by at least one member of the commit¬ 
tee, Representative Donald L. Jackson 
(Republican) of California. He ac¬ 
cused Bishop Oxnam of having “served 
God on Sundays and the Communist 
front for the balance of the week.” 
Continuing his discussion of the file, 
he said, “If reprinting Bishop Oxnam’s 
record of aid and comfort to the Com¬ 
munist front would serve any useful 
purpose, I would ask permission to in¬ 
sert it here, but suffice it to say that 
the record is available to any member 
who cares to request it from the (House 
Un-American Activities) Committee.” 

Two days later, stated the Washing - 
ton Post , Representative Jackson, who 
declined to make public the information 
he declared was available, wrote in re¬ 
sponse to a request: “The detailed 
documentation is very voluminous and 
would be much too lengthy to include 
in a letter of this kind. However, in 
general, Bishop Oxnam is alleged to 
have been associated in the past with 
the following groups and organizations 
which have been cited as subversive 
and Communist.” The Congressman 
then listed twelve of the agencies named 
in the Oxnam file. 

On April 5, 1953, the Washington 
Post published the entire list and with 
it a reply in specific detail covering 
each one by Bishop Oxnam. The total 
number of citations was twenty-four, 
but lack of space permits covering only 
a part of them here. 

Of the twelve organizations and 
periodicals with which he is alleged 
to have been associated and which 
were, by implication, Communist 
fronts, the Bishop declares in his answer 
that he did not belong to five and had 
no relations with two others, the Daily 
Worker and The Nevj Masses. Of the 
remaining five, he made full explana¬ 
tion. 
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At one time he belonged to the Amer¬ 
ican Committee for 
saying: “If it 
ist sponsored 
I subsequently resigned when it became 
apparefrt to me that Communist sym¬ 
pathizers, at least, had moved into 
positions of influence in this organiza¬ 
tion. Anyone acquainted with the facts 
knows that Franco was an ally of Hit¬ 
ler and I believe that opposition to 
Franco was thoroughly justified.” 

Bishop Oxnam explained that, in its 
early period, he supported the Congress 
of American-Soviet Friendship. It was 
during World War II when Russia and 
the United States were allies. The let¬ 
terhead of this organization reveals 
the names of some sixty outstanding 
American citizens and such persons as 
Lord and Lady Halifax. The Ameri¬ 
cans included the Secretary of State 
and Mrs. Cordell Hull, the Secretary of 
Commerce and Mrs. Jesse Jones, the 
Administrator of the Philippines and 
Mrs. Paul V. McNutt, the Assistant 
Secretary of State and Mrs. Brecken- 
ridge Long, Director and Mrs. Edward 
R. Stettinius, Jr. (he was later Secre¬ 
tary of State), Senator Arthur Capper, 
and four other United States Senators. 
The Bishop’s name does not appear on 
the letterhead, but on November 9, 
1942, he was thus addressed by an of¬ 
ficer of the Congress: “My dear Bishop 
Oxnam, on behalf of the committee, I 
should like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for the inspiring message 
that you delivered, and for your co¬ 
operation in helping to make our meet¬ 
ing so successful.” 

Bishop Oxnam, however, belonged to 
the National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship during the same per¬ 
iod, and said, “I believed we ought to 
give the fullest cooperation to cement¬ 
ing Russian-American friendship since 
Russia was our ally in a way in which 
our very life was at stake. I might 
point out that both my sons were in the 
Army.” It appears that Bishop Oxnam 
declined to accept membership on the 
Board of Directors of the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship 


anization entirely. 

With respect to the citation of the 
Protestant Digest as Communist. 
Bishop Oxnam stated that he accepted 
alace on its editorial advisory board 
1940, and that the members 
board included some of the 
nation’s most distinguished educational 
and religious leaders. “But,” he con¬ 
tinued, “less than two years later, in 
February, 1942, I wrote the editor of 
the journal submitting my resignation. 
... As the other churchmen on the 
board discovered the nature of the 
magazine, they, too, resigned.” 

The committee file contains a hodge¬ 
podge of material embracing news¬ 
paper clippings, letterheads, letters and 
excerpts from speeches referring to 
Bishop Oxnam, and the comments 
therewith appear to have the definite 
purpose of imparting to all his activi¬ 
ties the tinge of Communism, but a 
close examination of the material ut¬ 
terly fails to substantiate the charge 
that the Bishop has had either com¬ 
munistic leanings or, as alleged, “serv¬ 
ed God on Sundays and the Communist 
front for the balance of the week.” 

In addition to the above, the Bishop 
is charged with being a member of the 
American Civil Liberties Union and 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation. He 
is also charged with addressing the in¬ 
mates of the Indiana State Reforma¬ 
tory while he was President of DePauw 
University. AVe note, however, that 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
which many prominent citizens have 
supported, was not classed as a subver¬ 
sive organization and that the commit¬ 
tee has so stated on two occasions, 
October 23, 1939, and February 17, 
1952. On the latter date it said that 
the Union “has never been cited as 
Red-dominated, or as Communist, by 
any official organization with the duty 
of investigating subversive activity.” 
The Fellowship of Reconciliation is, in 
the belief of the Bishop, “an absolute 
pacifist group. I have never held the 
absolute pacifist view and, therefore, 
could not have belonged. , , . The 
Fellowship is not listed as subversive 
and as far as I know has never been 
cited as such by any Government 
agency.” 









The Bishop did address the inmates 
of the Indiana State Reformatory on 
the subject of “International Under¬ 
standing as a Basis for World Peace/’ 
on February 9, 1930. He stated, how¬ 
ever, that the address “was delivered at 
a time, if I recall correctly, when the 
oil issue in Mexico was current and the 
question of using military force was 
being discussed.” He further said that 
the important thing to remember is 
that this reference “should not be in 
the fdes of the committee; there is no 
reference here to any subversive organ¬ 
ization. Nor is there any subversive 
idea expressed. My statement will 
stand moral scrutiny and is in keeping 
with the best traditions of this land.” 

Bishop Oxnam furnished the follow¬ 
ing recapitulation with his statement: 
“The committee report on me consists 
of 305 typewritten lines. Of these, two 
are introduction^ sixteen^are a sum- - 
mary of the organizations mentioned 
in the report; one hundred twenty- 
eight concern organizations never listed 
as subversive, or quotations from jour¬ 
nals that are not related to subversive 
organizations or activities; seventy-two 
are from an obscure newspaper in 
Princeton, Illinois, the utter falsity of 
which might have been disclosed in a 
half hour’s conversation had a commit¬ 
tee investigator bothered to w T alk the 
300 yards from the Capitol to my of¬ 
fice; sixty-four are devoted to organi¬ 
zations which I never belonged to; 
twenty-three refer to organizations 
listed as Communist fronts to which I 
once belonged but from which I had 
resigned prior to the publication of the 
Attorney General’s list of subversive 
organizations and concerning which I 
have made full explanation. . . .” 

The Washington Post said: “In forty 
years of work in The Methodist 
Church, Bishop Oxnam has been bishop 
of Omaha, Boston, New York and now 
Washington. He has held, among other 
high clerical positions, that of president 
of the Federal Council of Churches. 
He is now one of the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches.” 

The Methodist Advocate, published 
in Columbia, S. C., stated in its issue of 
April 23, 1953, that “the files also con¬ 
tained reported public statements of 
Bishop Oxnam criticizing the Commit¬ 
tee for its ‘witch hunts’ as if these 
statements were evidence of subversion. 
Any calm and unemotional evaluation 
of these remarks would reveal them to 
be the very essence of Americanism. If 
it can be asserted that to criticize our 
political representatives is subversive, 
then that is evidence that totalitarian¬ 
ism is capturing our individual free¬ 
doms.” Stating further that those hold¬ 
ing opposite points of view may still 
both be loyal Americans, the Methodist 


Advocate said: “In the light of this 
analysis, Bishop Oxnam not only de¬ 
serves our support but our commenda¬ 
tion. If ever the Methodist Church had 
the right bishop at the right spot at the 
right time in history, it holds true 
now for Bishop Oxnam’s assignment to 
the Washington Area.” 

Recently Bishop Oxnam offered four 
specific suggestions for the improve¬ 
ment of committee procedure, with the 
object of preventing unwarranted 
blackening of character and reputation 
by irresponsible committee members. 
These suggestions included one to per¬ 
mit individuals to include a rebuttal 
of accusations in the file and another 
to confine all file data to Congress 
and the individual concerned until all 
were properly substantiated. Repre¬ 
sentative Clardy (Republican) of 
Michigan, a member of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, de- 
clared, however, that such restrictions 
“would utterly destroy the investigat¬ 
ing process.” 

Since the publication of Congress¬ 
man Clardy’s comment, however, 
Bishop Oxnam’s suggestions have been 
given further consideration, and a part 
of one of them has been adopted. His 
fourth recommendation required not 
only that the file be open to committee 
members and members of Congress, but 
that it be open also to the individual 
involved. The Committee, by leaving 
out the phrase “to the individual in¬ 
volved,” now permits the circulation of 
this material among members of Con¬ 
gress, but does not permit its inspec¬ 
tion by the person involved, hence he 
can neither reply to nor correct the 
record. 

While the Washington Post of May 
21, 1953, notes that henceforth the 
House Un-American Activities Com¬ 
mittee “will furnish its reports on in¬ 
dividuals to Congressmen and author¬ 
ized investigative agencies only,” this 
step alone, as outlined, is of less than 
doubtful value. The further statement 
of Congressman Velde, Committee 
Chairman, that “each report will indi¬ 
cate that the information contained is 
not to be interpreted as inferring sub¬ 
version on the part of its subject ex¬ 
cept as otherwise affirmatively stated” 
does not appear to mend matters. In¬ 
competence in the committee research 
staff, combined with the refusal of com¬ 
mittee members to regard the material 
in the files as classified or confidential, 
makes the placing of the facts or truth 
on record next to impossible. 

Calculated pernicious unfairness of 
this kind should bear the full weight 
of public condemnation and should be 
branded for what it is—an abuse of 
authority and a brazen attempt to per¬ 
vert justice. E. R. & N, S. M. 


PUEBLO INDIAN SITUATION 
CORRECTED 

In the March, 1953, issue of the 
Scottish Rite News Bulletin, comment 
was made concerning certain injustices, 
against those Jemez Pueblo Indians 
who are Protestants, by Roman Catho¬ 
lic officials of their governing body. 
The National Association of Evan¬ 
gelicals, from whom the report w T as re¬ 
ceived, stated that the occurrences 
were as set forth at that time, but 
that steps were taken immediately 
thereafter to correct this unsavory 
situation. 

The Hon. William A. Brophy, the 
attorney representing the governing 
board of the Jemez Pueblo and attach¬ 
ed to the Area Office of Indian Affairs 
at Albuquerque, N. M., when this mat¬ 
ter was brought to his attention, went 
at once and in perso n to the Pueblo 
and succeeded in having an ordinance 
passed guaranteeing each person com¬ 
plete freedom of worship, regardless 
of creed. He stated emphatically that 
the governing body had no right to de¬ 
prive the Protestant Indians of any 
of their property or privileges. All 
constitutional rights have been restored 
to these Indians and meetings may 
again be held in the homes of any of 
the members of the Pueblo. 

Mr. Brophy is to be highly com¬ 
mended for his prompt and vigorous 
action and the manner in which he has 
cleared up all misunderstanding. In so 
doing, he has performed his duty as 
an American and as a responsible pub¬ 
lic servant. The Scottish Rite News 
Bulletin is more than pleased to correct 
any erroneous impression regarding the 
good work of Mr. Brophy that may 
have arisen from the prior article and 
to express appreciation of his lack of 
bias and his efforts to be just and fair 
to the southwestern wards of the Unit¬ 
ed States. _ N. S. M. 


NO CAUSE FOR ALARM 

Addressing a convocation commem- 
orating the founding of Johns Hop¬ 
kins University some time ago. Judge 
Morris A. Soper of the U. S. Fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals said, “There 
is no cause to be alarmed because of 
the accusations against educators. 
Some wild, unjust and cruel accusa¬ 
tions have been made against univer¬ 
sity professors. The professors bold¬ 
ly and rightfully claim the proud posi¬ 
tion of discoverers and distributors of 
the truth. They must learn to take 
the bad with the good and to accept 
the pains that are always inflicted up¬ 
on those who disturb the present order 
and the persons that are entrenched 
therein .”—Alabama School Journal. 
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FREEDOM STIFLED IN 
COLOMBIA 
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T NFORMATION has been received 
J- in the United States that a strong 
reactionary trend in Colombia is rapid¬ 
ly destroying freedom in that country. 
The increasing tempo of this develop¬ 
ment is regarded with great concern in 
many places in this country because 
of its probable effect on freedom else¬ 
where. 

To review briefly the recent history 
of the darkening skies in Colombia, on 
January 12, 1953, the Roman Catholic 
Primate of that Republic, Archbishop 
Cristanto Luque of Bogota, became the 
first Colombian to be made a Cardinal. 
Then, on January 13th the Roman 
hierarchy published a list of six con¬ 
ditions for the ostensible purpose of 
guaranteeing religious freedom to Ro¬ 
man Catholics. These included, among 
others, the right to their own press, 
freedom to contribute to maintaining 
their clergy, freedom to preach Chris¬ 
tian doctrine, and an open field for 
“religious, charitable and teaching 
activities of religious congregations.” 

On January 29th, the Colombian 
Government signed an agreement with 
the Vatican by which the Government 
will give more than $10,000 annually 
to each of 17 Roman Catholic mission 
territories in Colombia and over $120,- 
000 more each year for the ordinary 
needs of the missions. The Govern¬ 
ment has also agreed to “special sup¬ 
port and protection” to Roman Cath¬ 
olic missionaries and to give complete 
control of all territorial education, both 
public and private, to the hierarchy. 
At the signing of this agreement, the 
acting president of the country was 
decorated by the pope. 

On February 19th, Colombia’s Apos¬ 
tolic- Nuncio was promoted to a Vati¬ 
can secretaryship. 

The six conditions, above outlined 
in part, and the signing of the Vatican 
pact shortly thereafter were unques¬ 
tionably closely associated. The con¬ 
ditions, on their face, appear to be 
just and reasonable until one reflects 
that Roman Catholicism has never 
been restricted or endangered in Colom¬ 
bia and that “Christian doctrine” and 
“religious congregations” mean Roman 
Catholic doctrine and Roman Catholic 
congregations only, to the total exclu¬ 
sion of all else. 

Since the signing of the pact men¬ 
tioned, the abuse and persecution of 
Protestants and the destruction of 
their property have continued unabated. 
During the twelve months ended in 
March, 1953, not less than 200 separate 
instances of bayonet stabbings, beat¬ 


ings, destruction of Protestant church¬ 
es and residences, bombings, arrests, 
and confiscation of property have oc¬ 
curred. To date, no statement has 
come to our attention that the Roman 
Catholic church or government officials 
have condemned the persecution of 
these Protestants or suggested that 
their persons or property be respected. 

More recently we have received in¬ 
formation from the most reliable 
sources that a new Constitution for the 
country has been drafted and that 
among its provisions are two of great 
importance, as follows: 

“1—The political, moral, social, 
economic and educational doctrine is 
that which flows as from its natural 
source, from the Roman Apostolic 
Catholic Religion, which is that of the 
Nation, the country’s pride, glory of 
the past, guide of the present and light 
of the future. Therefore, this religion 
must have the protection of the State 
as an essential element of social order, 
and foreign cults will be tolerated only 
as long as they do not conflict with 
Christian morality, wholesome prac¬ 
tices and the peace of the people. No 
one is to be molested for his religious 
opinions nor compelled to practices 
that are against his conscience. The 
church will continue to enjoy the free¬ 
dom of managing its own affairs, and 
for the governing of those that are 
under the common power of the Church 
and State, the Concordat System will 
continue in force.” 

“19—Proscription of secret societies, 
which do not benefit the community 
but originate untold evils as proven by 
history: Simon Bolivar said — 'Only 
crime works in darkness’.” 

As to the first of these, it is quite 
obvious that the hierarchy framed the 
new document to their own very spec¬ 
ial advantage and that its ideas of 
“Christian morality” are not those of 
civilized persons elsewhere in the com¬ 
munity of nations. 

As to the second, it is a dagger point 
at the throat of Freemasonry. Pro¬ 
scription means absolute and unquali¬ 
fied prohibition and carries with it not 
only the forfeiture of property but also 
death for all participants. 

What was previously done by having 
the authorities turn their backs can 
now be done within the law and by the 
help of its officers, aided by the agents 
of the hierarchy. 

A recent news release of the Nation¬ 
al Association of Evangelicals stated 
that on March 9th the last of the Pro¬ 
testant radio programs in Colombia 
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was ordered off the air following an 
earlier visit of Father Ruben Castro 
to the broadcasting office, at which 
time he indicated that a proposed Ru- 
man Catholic program would not be 
put on if the Protestant program were 
permitted to continue. Ascribing the 
reason to the trade treaty entered into 
between the United States and Colom¬ 
bia over 105 years ago, the Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Communi¬ 
cations in Colombia stated that the 
freedom of conscience therein guaran¬ 
teed includes as a part of freedom of 
worship only the right to engage in 
“freedom of prayer.” 

It is necessary to emphasize, in con¬ 
nection with these regrettable occur¬ 
rences, that any correspondence or com¬ 
munication with brethren in Colombia 
must positively in no w T ay identify 
either party to it as being associated 
with Masonry. All mail and com¬ 
munications are censored, and any 
such would immediately place the 
brethren in grave personal danger. 

N. S. M. 


AID GRANTED TO ONE SCHOOL 
DENIED TO ANOTHER 

On May 14, 1953, Judge Clayton 
Parks of St. Paul, Minn., ruled that 
the school at Buchman, Minn., should 
receive state monetary aid denied it 
by the Minnesota Board of Educa¬ 
tion, but that the school at Pierz, a 
neighboring town, should not. 

State Education Commissioner Dean 
M. Schweickhard withheld the money 
from the two schools, only five miles 
apart in Morrison County, on the 
ground that parochial and public school 
classes were intermingled. Both com¬ 
munities are predominantly Roman 
Catholic. 

Under the ruling, made on an appeal 
by the Pierz authorities, Buchman will 
receive about one-third of the $16,924 
denied the district for the school year 
1950-51. 

In discussing the ruling, Judge Parks 
said that there was only one crucifix 
and an empty holy-water fount in the 
Buchman school, whereas the Pierz 
school had many religious symbols, 
filled water founts and religious in¬ 
struction periods. Religious teaching 
was not carried on in the Buchman 
school, he said, and “no one in Catho¬ 
lic garb had anything to do with the 
children at any time while in the 
schoolrooms.” He commented further 
that “it seems to have been unquestion¬ 
ably a design in the Pierz school to 
use taxpayers’ money for the purpose 
of inculcating sectarian principles in 
the minds of the children.” 

A further appeal is under consider¬ 
ation. E. R. & N. S. M. 







NATIONAL CITIZENS COMMISSION 
FOR THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The National Citizens Commission 
for the Public- Schools met at Harri- 
raan, New York, on March 23, 24, 
1953, for a round-table discussion of 
various problems relating to our public 
schools. The twenty-eight diverse 
groups represented included, in addi¬ 
tion to the commission, such organiza¬ 
tions as the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, the American Legion, the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
the Supreme Council of the Scottish 
Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction, 
B’nai B’rith, the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, Kiwanis Inter¬ 
national, Knights of Columbus, Na¬ 
tional Education Association, National 
Association of Manufacturers, Nation¬ 
al Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, Sons of the American Revolu¬ 
tion, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The commission’s objective is to re¬ 
late and coordinate the work of these 
and other influential national groups 
in the task of increasing the efficiency 
of our public schools. It attempts to 
emphasize moral and spiritual values 
without encroaching on or inter¬ 
fering with ecclesiastical authority 
and, at the same time, to preserve all 
that is best in our American tradition. 

The problems discussed were direct¬ 
ly concerned with school activities, 
both constructive and destructive, 
teachers, work programs, school fi¬ 
nance,. building programs, and school 
administration. In each of these 
categories, it was noted, each organiza¬ 
tion represented a segment of the pub¬ 
lic with specific interests, hence bear¬ 
ing a more or less unique relationship 
to the public school and its place in 
American life. 

It was pointed out that parents and 
the public generally are sometimes 
apathetic toward or not in close touch 
with school affairs, and that teaching 
personnel has tended to lose contact 
with community interests. The work 
of the commission is directed toward 
decreasing this tendency and to improv¬ 
ing the schools’ public relations. To 
do this requires local citizens’ com¬ 
mittees, good leadership, and well- 
prepared plans, programs, and organi¬ 
zation. 

Brother Edgar Cordell Powers, D.D.. 
33°, of Baltimore, Maryland, repre¬ 
senting the Supreme Council, Southern 
Jurisdiction, stated briefly the five 
principles favored and supported by 
the Supreme Council, and then called 
attention to the three historic docu¬ 
ments upon which the greatness of .this 
country rests: namely, the Mayflower 
Compact affirming our reliance on Al¬ 
mighty God, the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence, and the United States 


Constitution with its Bill of Rights, 
which should be discussed and taught 
in our public schools before any other 
ideology. It is through a knowledge 
of these documents and their historical 
background that our children may 
come to reflect the character and cul¬ 
ture of the founders of this nation and 
help to preserve their ideals. 

It was recommended that future 
meetings be attended by the same 
representatives in order to preserve 
continuity of thought and action. 


ITALIAN METHODISTS HIT 
RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE 

A resolution deploring instances of 
religious intolerance in Italy was unan¬ 
imously adopted by the national 
synod of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church at its annual meeting in Italy. 

The resolution cited, as an example, 
the recent order by Interior Minister 
Mario Scelba expelling from the 
country the Rev. Anthony Caliandro, 
Italian-born American Protestant di¬ 
rector of the Evangelical Biblical In¬ 
stitute at Naples. 

The Synod directed that a message 
of solidarity be sent to Rev. Mr. Cali¬ 
andro, and asked the Federal Council 
of Evangelical Churches in Italy to 
examine his case and intervene with 
the government on his behalf. The 
Italian Methodist Church, along with 
the Waldensians, Baptiste and other 
Protestant groups in Italy, is a member 
of the Council. 

The Synod’s resolution stressed “the 
necessity of inducing the Italian gov¬ 
ernment to apply the Constitution and 
to achieve agreement with non-Catholie 
denominations foreseen in the Consti¬ 
tution.” 

Other Protestant bodies in Italy have 
protested to the government and to 
the U. S. Embassy in Route against 
actions which, they say, invalidate 
guarantees of religious freedom con¬ 
tained in Italy’s post-war Constitution. 
—United Evangelical Action. 


INDIANA P.T.A. SPLIT OVER 
FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION 

The issue of Federal Aid to Educa¬ 
tion is now the subject of heated de¬ 
bate in the Indiana Congress of the 
Parent-Teachers Association. The state 
organization of that group had favored 
it, but there is a local and minority 
group strongly opposed to it. They 
are determined to continue their fight 
until the state group is forced to re¬ 
verse its attitude, and then they will 
continue the battle until the National 
Congress of P.T.A. also reverses its 
attitude. 


The minority section of the Indiana 
P.T.A. holds that education in the 
elementary and high school levels is a 
local matter and that each community 
should direct the affairs of its own 
public schools. 

A meeting of the minority segment 
held in Indianapolis, Ind., was address¬ 
ed by Rev. Dr. Roy Ewing Vale, 
pastor of the Tabernacle Presbyterian 
Church, and Dr. I. Lynd Esch, presi¬ 
dent of Indiana Central College. Doc¬ 
tor Vale emphasized that “this is a 
movement in behalf of local self- 
government.” There were some who 
looked on it as “a struggle of indefinite 
duration of state and national magni¬ 
tude.” 


CHARLES E. CASWELL, 32 °, DIES 

Through the kindness of Brother 
Charles B. Heald, 32°, K.T., of Con¬ 
cord, New Hampshire, we have been 
advised of the passing of Brother 
Charles E. Caswell, 32°, on May 17th 
in that city. He was a well-known 
Masonic writer, 81 years of age, and 
the owner and publisher of the “Mason¬ 
ic Pocket Magazine” and of the bul¬ 
letin, “Friendly Cheer,” both widely 
known for his editorship and well- 
expressed writings. 

Brother Caswell was a native of 
Glencliff, N. H., and, for over thirty 
years, was publisher of the Warren 
Weekly News prior to moving to Con¬ 
cord. He was a member of Moose- 
hillock Lodge No. 63, F.& A.M. of War¬ 
ren, and New Hampshire Consistory 
of the Scottish Rite. He was affiliated 
with the Rumford Masonic Club of 
Concord and the Anchor Masonic Club 
of Massachusetts. He held a Doctor’s 
Degree in the College of Divine Meta¬ 
physics of Chicago, Ill. 

Two sons, William T. Caswell of 
Concord and Wallace Caswell of Ports¬ 
mouth, survive him, as well as other 
relatives. The Masonic burial service 
was conducted by the officers and mem¬ 
bers of Eureka Lodge No. 70, R.& A.M., 
at Concord, N. H. 


MODERATE DRINKER A PROBLEM 

During the twelve years I’ve been 
coroner, I have investigated officially 
more than 27,000 deaths from violence] 
and other causes. Therefore, I have had 
ample opportunity to observe and study 
the part alcohol plays in such deaths. 
I recognize that the chronic alcoholic 
is a grave, national, health problem-] 
But my study and experience convince] 
me that the so-called “moderate’! 
drinker is a graver problem—at leasd 
as far as accidents are concerned.—I 
Samuel li. Gerber , M.D ., Coroner. 
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NEGRO PUBLISHER SCANS 
SCHOOL INTEGRATION 
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B\URING recent years the press of 
B-J the United States lias reflected 
ion in various sections of the coun- 
rr concerning segregation in our public 
| ^hools and the probable effect of in¬ 
ration on the pupils and the com- 
aity as a whole. On January 25, 
153, Mr. Davis Lee, publisher of the 
| Newark, N. J., Telegram , expressed a 
und and timely view of the possible 
percussions that might reasonably be 
[•Expected if integration were to be made 
I iffective. He said, in part: 

‘The efforts being made by certain 
I paid agitators and pressure groups to 
jiave segregated schools in the South 
dared unconstitutional may cause 
southern Negroes to lose a lot more 
than they will gain. 

“The trouble with this government, 
as with similar ones, is that the initia¬ 
tors don’t count the overall cost to the 
race. The present effort is designed 
to destroy the whole pattern of segre¬ 
gation, and to establish an integrated 
social order in which there will be no 
distinction made in this country on the 
basis of race, religion, color or nation¬ 
ality. 

“This is a laudable objective, but 
Buman nature just has not changed that 
■much, and the achievement of such an 
objective could cause repercussions that 
might set the Negro back fifty years. 

Integration in the schools in the 
North and East is not a howling suc¬ 
cess. A Negro can attend most of the 
schools up here and get an education, 
but few of the states that educate him 
will hire him as a teacher. The State 
)f Connecticut doesn’t have twenty- 
five Negro teachers. . . . 

“Nowhere in these integrated states 
do Negroes get anywhere near propor¬ 
tionate representation. Every device 
is employed to keep qualified Negroes 
from being assigned. Recently a reput¬ 
able New T York labor union made a 
report on the employment of Negro 
teachers in New York City and charged 
that a systematic scheme has been 
■dopted to exclude Negroes as teachers. 
“This is not true in the South. The 
te of Georgia employs 7,313 Negro 
chers, and paid them close to $15,- 
,000 in salaries last year. North 
lina paid its Negro teachers over 
,000,000 last year. Florida is anotli- 
state that ranks at the top on 
her pay. 

“If these states, that are now pouring 
unions of dollars annually into Negro 
*::ts which provides our people with 
y that enables them to enjoy the 
ty of man, to enjoy the prestige 
respectability, to buy homes and 




the necessities of life, are forced to 
abandon the segregated school, 75 per 
cent of the Negro teachers in the South 
will lose their jobs. Not only that, but 
approximately 20,000 Negro principals 
will lose their jobs as well. . . . 

“This present movement to end seg¬ 
regation in the schools is merely the 
beginning of a well-laid plan to com¬ 
pletely end segregation in everything 
in the South. If this happens, the Ne¬ 
gro will be thrown into direct competi¬ 
tion with the white race, and our busi¬ 
ness institutions will crumble. 

“No place in the world do Negroes 
own and control as much as do those 
in the South. Atlanta is without ques¬ 
tion the Negro capital of the world. 
It is the center of Negro culture, educa¬ 
tion, business and finance. And both 
Negroes and whites live, work and 
operate business without either being 
conscious of the other’s race. 

“This movement to integrate the 
schools in the South is loaded with 
more racial dynamite than appears on 
the surface, and the Negro will be the 
one who is blown away. 

“During the past two years I have 
spent more time in the South than I 
have in my office, and I have inter¬ 
viewed thousands of Negroes in all 
walks of life and I have found very 
few who favor mixed schools. They 
want their own schools, but equal fa¬ 
cilities. This being the situation, one 
questions the fairness of forcing these 
colored citizens to accept what they 
don’t want. If a little group of paid 
agitators succeed in forcing their will 
upon these people, it appears to me 
that they should at least be given an 
opportunity to be heard. 

“Right now the southern Negro is 
in a better spot educationally, politi¬ 
cally and economically than the Ne¬ 
groes any place else in the world. Race 
relations are continually improving. 
Every day more southerners are rec¬ 
ognizing the Negro as a man and ac¬ 
cording him the respect that he merits, 
but the southern Negro himself can 
do more about improving conditions 
than can courts, legislation or pressure 
groups. ... 

“Despite all the hullabaloo about the 
liberal North and East, no Negro has 
been made head of a State College or 
University. Down South the woods arc 
full of Negro college and university 
presidents. In Texas a Negro college 
president of a state school gets $15,000 
a year. 

“Negroes need to refresh their mem¬ 
ories on the fact that just a few years 
ago we were raising Cain because col¬ 
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ored kids in the South were being taught 
by white teachers. We wanted them 
taught by Negroes. As Negroes quali¬ 
fied, Negro teachers replaced white 
teachers until now Negro teachers have 
completely taken over. 

“A group goes back into the courts 
declaring that the Negro is not now 
satisfied with equal facilities, that the 
separate but equal law is unconstitu¬ 
tional, that nothing less than integra¬ 
tion will do. That doesn’t seem fair 
to me.” 


FILM ON MARTIN LUTHER 
SHOWN IN MINNEAPOLIS 

The world premiere of “Martin 
Luther,” a full-length movie on the life 
of the Protestant Reformation leader, 
took place in Minneapolis on May 
4th, in the 1,800-seat Lyceum Theatre 
there, for a run of two weeks. Louis 
de Rochemont Associates, Inc., pro¬ 
duced the film for Lutheran Church 
Productions Inc. 

According to United Evangelical Ac¬ 
tion of April 15th, a local intersynodi- 
cal committee, headed by Dr. E. S. 
Hjortland of Central Lutheran Church, 
was set up to handle arrangements for 
the premiere. Robert E. A. Lee, Assist¬ 
ant Director of Public Relations for 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, was 
made Executive Director of the com¬ 
mittee. 

Lutheran Church Productions, which 
sponsored and financed the motion pic¬ 
ture, is a nonprofit corporation formed 
by six Lutheran bodies in the United 
States. Its members are the National 
Lutheran Council, American Lutheran 
Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Luther¬ 
an Church-Missouri Synod, and United 
Lutheran Church in America. Dr. 
Paul C. Empie, Executive Director of 
the N.L.C., is chairman. 

The Scottish Rite publications of the 
Southern Jurisdiction extend best wish¬ 
es to the producers of the film, especial¬ 
ly to the Lutheran Church Productions 
for sponsoring and financing the motion 
picture. Certainly every Protestant, 
as well as many Roman Catholics and 
nonchurchgoers, will be interested in 
seeing the picture about Luther, who 
was the soul of a reformation which 
revealed the Christ to the world in His 
true light for the first time on a world 
basis. There were other movements 
such as those of the Albigenses in the 
early part of the 11th century, who 
were exterminated by the Inquisition 
instigated by Innocent III, and the 
Waldenses of the same period, who 
were persecuted by the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church. Both movements were the 
forerunners of the Reformation begun 
by Luther. 
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PENICILLIN’S DISCOVERER 
HONORED BY MASONS 

Sir Alexander Fleming, who dis¬ 
covered penicillin in 1929, was accord¬ 
ed still another honor on May 5, 1953, 
when, at a dinner in the Hotel Statler. 
New York, as part of the 172nd annual 
communication of Masons, Ward B. 
Arbury, Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of 
the state of New York, lie was pre¬ 
sented with its Medal lor Distin¬ 
guished Achievement. Judge Charles 
W. Froessel of the Court of Appeals, a 
Past Grand Master, referred to his 
“unselfish devotion” and “brilliant 
accomplishments.” 

Sir Alexander, who is a Grand War¬ 
den of the United Grand Lodge, of 
England, said that in his opinion the 
development of penicillin demonstrated 
“the hand of God.” Several times after 
he discovered the mold, scientists had 
begun to study it, but for one reason 
or another abandoned it. “Then the 
war came,” he said, “and governments 
were spending money. In each in¬ 
stance it was fortune, or the hand of 
God, that determined its development.” 

Edward R. Carman, Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of New York, an¬ 
nounced that a six-week campaign con¬ 
ducted by the Masonic Brotherhood 
Fund, to raise money for rheumatic 
fever and other charitable work, had 
brought in $279,108 to date. 

The Masonic Foundation for Medi¬ 
cal Research and Human Welfare, 
which supports research on rheumatic 
fever and allied diseases, reported 
through its president, Samuel Kaltman, 
that $171,856 has been granted to six 
institutions in the year ended July 1, 
1952. 


MASONRY IN KOREA 

The Library of the Supreme Council 
has recently received a well-written 
pamphlet reprinted from the Y T ear Book 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland for 
1953, entitled “Masonry in Korea. The 
Story of Han Yang Lodge No. 1048.” 
In an attractive type face on good 
paper, this interesting bit of history 
can easily be read in ten or twelve 
minutes. 

Beginning in 1907 or 1908, when the 
few foreign residents in Korea included 
a number of Masons from various 
countries, this brief article carries the 
history of Han Yang Lodge from the 
issuance of its first Charter in 1908 
through two wars, a disastrous fire, 
and many difficult days to the present 
time. The manner in which the Lodge 
circumvented the Japanese law against 
secret societies, preserved its records 
from 1940 to 1945, traced many of its 
members when address lists were lost 


or destroyed, met and did its work in 
unheated buildings in winter, are all 
recorded and described in this brief 
history of the Craft in an alien and 
hostile land. What the future may 
bring forth depends, of course, upon 
the result of the struggle against Com¬ 
munism in the Far East, and we can 
only hope that a favorable outcome, 
followed by renewed activity for the 
Lodge, will not be too long delayed. 

The story of Han Yang Lodge No. 
1048 is a worthy addition to the 
archives of Masonry. N. S. M. 


MICHIGAN SCHOOL-CHURCH 
TIES ORDERED BROKEN 

Dr. Lee M. Thurston, State Superin¬ 
tendent of Public Instruction in Michi¬ 
gan, has notified the Posen Township 
School District, Maple Grove School 
District No. 1, and St. James Town¬ 
ship School District on Beaver Island 
that they would be ineligible for fur¬ 
ther state assistance unless they break 
“the close historic association between 
the church and the public school” in 
their communities. He said that an in¬ 
vestigation had been made by the Pub¬ 
lic Instruction and Attorney General’s 
Departments, and that “information 
gathered by these visitors and supplied 
to me leaves no doubt that your school 
program is sectarian.” 

Doctor Thurston’s aides informed 
him that these public school districts 
either were using parochial school facil¬ 
ities or had hired Roman Catholic 
nuns as teachers. He held this to be 
an unconstitutional use of public tax 
money for church purposes. Last year 
he ordered the Linden School District 
either to break similar relations with 
the Roman Catholic parish authorities 
or to forfeit further state aid. 


ILLEGAL USE OF SCHOOL 
BUSES DEFEATED 

Candidates who favored the limita¬ 
tion of bus transportation to public 
school pupils won in a recent school 
board election in the reorganized School 
District III in southern St. Charles 
County, Missouri. The two candi¬ 
dates who won received 734 and 810 
votes each and those who lost received 
521 and 524 each. The defeated candi¬ 
dates were supported by a faction 
favoring bus transportation by public 
school bus for private and parochial 
school pupils as well as for those chil¬ 
dren attending public schools. The 
winners had the backing of groups 
which had supported the District Board 
of Education at the beginning of the 
school year when the transportation oi 
Roman Catholic and Lutheran church- 


school pupils living along the route 
was discontinued in September, 1952. 

The patrons of these parochial| 
schools filed suit in the Circuit Court 
at St. Charles seeking a writ of manda-| 
mus ordering the board to funds' 
transportation to all children attending 
school. The board filed answer, how-1 
ever, specifically declaring that to pro-1 
vide such transportation for privatc| 
and parochial school children would 
violate the state constitution which 
prohibits grants of public funds to pri¬ 
vate individuals. 

The case was scheduled for a hear¬ 
ing before Circuit Judge B. R. Creed 
at St. Charles, but attorneys for the 
parochial school interests stated that] 
they would file a reply to the board’s 
answer which might be expected to de-| 
lay the hearing. E. R. 


KOREAN CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

A recent news release from head¬ 
quarters of the Korean Base Section of 
the Armed Services stated that the 
Pusan Masonic Club opened an exten¬ 
sive drive for funds in Korea, during 
the week of May 18-24. The funds col¬ 
lected are for the purpose of financing 
the Children’s Charity Hospital ic 
Pusan, which is sponsored by Masons 
Col. R. M. Crosby, in charge of th< 
campaign, said, “We hope the currerJ| 
drive will top the $4,200 netted in 
campaign last Christmas.” 

Orphans and children needing surge | 
cal care, treatment for injuries, or med U 
ical care are quickly admitted. Aic £ 
is limited only by the capacity of thi w 
hospital. Trained Korean doctors am L 
nurses make up the staff, and tin ( 
hospital is one of the cleanest and inos L 
carefully administered medical project | 
in Korea. ^ 

Donations for this work come fron L 
servicemen and Masons in Korea j : . 
Japan and the United States. 


Two men went into a church to prat 
One was a leading citizen, and th 
other a poor school teacher. 

The prominent citizen stood an 
prayed thus: “Lord, I thank The, 
that I am not like these profession^ 
men. even as this poor teacher. I pa 
half of the teacher’s salary; it is m 
money that built this church; I suij 
scribe liberally to all foreign mission 
and to all the work of the church, 
is my money that advanceth Tb| 
cause.” 

The school teacher’s petition w! 
quite different. He bowed his head 
humility and prayed: “O God, be v< 
merciful unto me. I was that man 
teacher .”—The Orphans ’ Friend 
Masonic Journal. 






















3 RESBYTERIANS CONDEMN DENIAL 
OF LIBERTY IN COLOMBIA 
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— r HE 165th General Assembly of the 
' Presbyterian Church in the United 
s, which concluded its meeting in 
jeapolis, Minn., the first week in 
passed a strongly worded state- 
it protesting the denial of religious 
ty to Protestants in Colombia, 

. Ji America. It was overwhelmingly 
jroved by the 880 delegates repre- 
.ling about two and one-ha If million 
ambers of that denomination. 

The statement pointed out that the 
rneral Assembly of 1952 had previ- 
ly protested the denial of religious 
?rt-y to Protestants in Colombia, and 
•larecl that “155 new acts of perse- 
^ion” hav e been committed against 
:em in recent months. It also charged 
it “25 American citizens, mostly mis¬ 
sionaries, have been the victims of 
^'violence” since February, 1952, and 
0 that “more than 35 acts of persecution 
md discrimination have occurred on 
account of their religion.” 

Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft, Secretary 
for Latin America of the Presbyterian 
[l }\ Board of Foreign Missions, spoke on 
^Religious Persecution in Colombia,” 
ns ;at a banquet on the occasion of the 
IhfFifth National Conference on Church 
>nd State held by POAU (Protestants 
md Other Americans United for Sep- 
iration of Church and State). He noted 
.he recent papal encyclicals against 
‘persecution” as well as Bishop Fulton 
Iheen’s assertion that “persecution of 
Jie church is more intense today than 
m<lt any other time in the history of 
tb'Christianity,” and then made this com- 
l0S nent: 

ictl “Paradoxically enough, the worst 

{ ersecution is currently being carried 
n by members of the church Sheen 
rea belongs to, the one headed by the 
pope, and wc have yefTo hear that they 
condemn this persecution of Protes¬ 
tants in Colombia.” 

raj Doctor Rycroft made it clear that 
tlikmple documentation of the Colombian 
ktrocities existed, as this was contained 
an n the specific accounts furnished 
?he >y the Confederation of Evangelical 
onf Churches and the writings of the dis- 
papnguished Colombian writer, German 
m tciniegas, author of The State of 
sub Atin America and other works, 
ion Doctor Rycroft told his audience at 
■ ^ Ifeie conference that “once the facts 
Th if the persecution in Colombia are 
lore widely known, it will be con- 
,, i: cmned by Protestants and other 
l i mericans who believe that religious 
d ^eedom, in the ample sense of the 
m, is a basic human right. 

We believe that among 'other Amer¬ 
ces’ there will also be many Roman 
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Catholics who are deeply concerned 
about what is happening in Colombia.” 

Doctor Rycroft also chided “recog¬ 
nized Roman Catholic periodicals in 
Colombia and the United States for 
criticizing the victims of persecution 
in Colombia rather than the persecu¬ 
tors. He did, however, note one ex¬ 
ception among Roman Catholic publi¬ 
cations, the American lav journal 
Commonweal, which, in an editorial on 
May 2, 1952, unequivocally condemned 
both the Colombian persecutors and 
their apologists in the United States. 

Doctor Rycroft warned the leaders 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy that 
their “paradoxical” position on the 
question of feligious persecution serves 
only to weaken the cause of freedom 
all over the world and will do harm 
not only to other churches but to the 
Roman Catholic Church as well. He 
also said, “One is reminded again of 
the famous dictum of Thomas Jeffer¬ 
son: 'History, I believe, furnishes no 
example of a priest-ridden people main¬ 
taining free civil government’.” 

As to the charge that “25 American 
citizens, mostly missionaries, have been 
victims of violence,” time was when our 
Government would have protested at 
once to that of Colombia or any other 
country against these unwarranted and 
violent attacks upon our citizens. It is 
impossible that the State Department 
is unaware of what is happening to our 
people in Colombia, and it could be 
stopped if the Department were suffi¬ 
ciently free from certain unhealthful 
political influences. That freedom, 
however, can be effected only by a 
strong and determined protest to the 
President and the State Department. 
We can only hope that it will be forth¬ 
coming. E. R. & N. S. M. 


GROWING SHORTAGE OF 
TEACHERS 

Like an outgrown belt, September’s 
expected supply of public school teach¬ 
ers will simply not stretch around the 
expanding enrollment of pupils in the 
nation’s elementary schools. The Na¬ 
tional Commission on Teacher Educa¬ 
tion and Professional Standards of the 
National Education Association reports 
that 160,000 new fully trained teachers 
will be needed in the lower grades in 
the fall of 1953. 

As against this demand for 160,000 
teachers there is an expected supply of 
only 35,636 graduates, fully trained for 
elementary school teaching, who will 
be coining out of the colleges this sum¬ 
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mer. The commission states that there 
is no assurance that all of these will go 
directly into classrooms. They may 
choose other professions; some of the 
male graduates will be claimed by the 
armed services; or some may quit, as 
60,000 do annually after a short time 
in the classroom. 

T. M. Stinnett, executive secretary of 
the commission, and Ray C. Maul of 
the NEA Research Division hold that 
unless schools, parents, and interested 
citizens everywhere make “unusual ef¬ 
forts” to furnish better salaries, better 
working conditions, a fair workload and 
a respected place in the community for 
such graduates, many of the nation’s 
children will be shortchanged on their 
education. 

Although its report is based mainly 
on the elementary school demand and 
supply picture, the commission finds 
serious shortages developing also in the 
high schools, particularly in the fields 
of mathematics, science, agriculture, in¬ 
dustrial arts, boys’ health and physical 
education. Home economics teachers, 
well-trained women in the health field, 
and librarians have been in short supply 
for years. The wave of larger classes 
now surging through the elementary 
schools will hit the high schools before 
the needed number of teachers can be 
prepared. 


EVANGELICAL CLERGYMEN 
DISAPPEAR IN RED ZONE 

According to Dr. John A. Scherzer, 
of the National Lutheran Council’s 
Desk of European Affairs, in a recent 
issue of United Evangelical Action , 
Evangelical clergymen are disappear¬ 
ing in the Soviet Zone of Germany “in 
much larger numbers than reported by 
any press agency.” 

Doctor Scherzer declined to furnish 
statistics but stated that his opinion 
was based on reports received at his 
office to the effect that Evangelical 
clergymen “disappear frequently,” add¬ 
ing “all that is known is that suddenly 
they are not to be found, and no in¬ 
formation about their whereabouts is 
to be obtained.” 

Doctor Scherzer charged that the 
Soviet Zone police “arc hiding behind 
the claim of total ignorance and inti¬ 
mating that the clergymen may have 
joined the flow of refugees escaping 
to the West, thus creating doubt about 
the dependability of church leaders in 
the minds of their followers.” The 
arrest and disappearance of Evangeli¬ 
cal clergymen are only “one phase in 
the full picture of the increasing church 
persecution” in East Germany, and it 
has been accompanied by a etepped-up 
anti-church propaganda campaign since 
the beginning of the year, he said. 
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SCOTTISH RITE 
NEWS BUT-I.ETIN 

1735 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 


NOTICE 


There is no charge for the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, which is sent without any obligation whatever upon 
the part of the recipient. It is the property of the Supreme Council, 33° (Mother Council of the World), Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, and is under the direct supervision of Sovereign 
Grand Commander Thomas J. Harkins, 33°, with Grand Secretary General Claud F. Young, 33°, Business Manager. 

This Bulletin is published as a contribution to the welfare and happiness of the nation by diffusing informa¬ 
tion concerning education and civics, and it is hoped the widest use may be made of the data contained therein. 
Any of the material may be used at any time, with or without credit to the Scottish Rite News Bullletin, but 
where it is noted that excerpts have been made from oilier publications, proper credit should be given. A marked 
copy would be appreciated when our material is used. 

Freemasonry has ever been the friend and supporter of constitutional government. Fourteen of the Presidents 
of the United States have been Masons, and the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States W'ere largely formulated by Masons. Freemasonry seeks to inculcate and deepen a sense of duty and re¬ 
sponsibility in a patriotic citizenry and, as a primary consideration, the Supreme Council desires to stimulate an 
earnest and intelligent interest in public education as fundamental to patriotism. 


The Supreme Council Favors: 

1. The American public school, nonpartisan, nonsectarian, efficient, democratic, for all of the children 
of all the people. 




2. The inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order, and undying loyalty lo the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

3. The compulsory use of English as the language of instruction in the grammar grades of our public 
schools. 

4. Adequate provision in the American public schools for the education of the alien populations in 
the principles of American institutions and ideals of citizenship. 

5. The entire separation of Church and State, and opposition to every attempt to appropriate public 
moneys—federal, state or local—directly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian or private in¬ 
stitutions. 
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